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Wherein is Shewed 


Certain Weighty R E A'S O) N 5 


Why the National Miniſters, Fheir Way and Pras 

Qice 1s Conſcientiouſly diſowned, and; their- 
Maintenance by T ythes or other Hite © 

Denyed.. 
, ; ALSO," . 
A Teſtimony, from a certain ience,, - 
Called hang, ws Wh Hope zealous & the People 
5 O, 


A Teſtimony to them called Amnabaptiſts ; with ſome Re- * 
feftions upon a Book (propagated among them) called, The 
Child's Inſtraftor, wherem the Author hath vented -many De- + 
traQgions and Slanders againſt tlie Zight within, andthe pcople 


that bear Teſtimony of it. 


Which herein are plainly anſwer'd, and the true Light and Way 
of Life, in which the Antient Chriſtians walked, and of which 
they teſtified, and which is now the 4s is fairhfully Vitdi- 


cated. 


% 


By 4 Sufferer in Bonds for the 7: imony of Truth inf 
Deceit, ana the Antichriſtian © bpreſſon 'of Tredys 


| other forced Maintenance for the Miniſtry , impofiiion " 
© Oaths, &c. wart: Ell —— 20% 
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A Teſtimony, wherein is ſhewed certain 
weighty Reaſons why the National Mi- 
niſters, their Way and PraQice is Con- 
ſcientioully diſown'd, (gc. A 


Kind Friends and Neighbours ; 


Oraſmuch as I am ſenſible that ſome of you may have 
thoughts in your minds, what may. be the cauſe wherefore 
I chuſe rather to expoſe my ſelf and Family to great Loſles 
and Inconyeniency, then conform to the National way of Worſhip, 
but more eſpecially now when there is ſome Indulgence as to the 
point of Conformity ; yet I come under the like Sufferings, rather 
than pay what hath been long accuſtomed to the National Miniſtry, 
or Teaciiers ; and whether I may have a ſufficient Reaſon for my fo 
doing; for as to what my Adverſary the Prieſt, or ſome raſh people 
have caſt upon me, as Wilfulnefs, and Stubbornneſs, or Covetouſ- 
neſs for ſaving my Money, &c. I hope that you all who have known 
my Converſation for ſome Years, may have obſerved that I have not 
ſhewed-my ſelf a wilful, ſtubborn or contentious perſon in other 
matters ; and as for ſaving my Money by with-holding what my 
Adverſary demands, 1doudt not but that you are ſenſible that I have 
ſuffered, and am yet liable to fuffer on this account, much more 
then the payment of all theſe things would be ; which conſider*d,there 
is ground to conclude that my former and preſent Sufferings for this 
cauſe are cither very fooliſh, or truly Conſcientious. 

Therefore for the ſatisfation of my Neighbours,and al moderate 
and ſober people where this may come, I do declare, that I had my 
Education according to the ſtriteft fort of the National Worſhip, 
as it was in that time; and in-my young years it pleaſed God to ftir 
me vp, with the moſt diligent Enquirers, to ſeek after the know-= 
ledge of him, and Salvation by Jeſus Chrift, and by the ſpace of ten 
Years I beſtowed no {mall 2” 3 travelling, hearing, Writing, &c- 

2 | to 


(4) | 
to gain what knowledge was poſlible for me to attain unto, by dili. 
gent following ſuch as were accounted the molt eminent- Teachers 
in-thoſe dayes, and m2ny times with earneſt deſire; and much zeal 
towards God, and a great treaſure of mens Opinions I then gather. 
ed into Notion an. Writing; But .all that did not miniſter ſatis. 
fation and comfort to my Soul, for there was a ſecret Witneſs in 
my Conſcience which did teſlifie, that - the ground of ſeparation 
from God (viz. Sin and Trani;;reflion) did yet ſtand in dominion 
in me, and in the ſence of this I paſſed many a lorrowtful hour in 
ſecrer. | . 
Then when the higheſt Notioniſts in all Profeſhons faiPd,the Lord 

God in his tender Mercy havirg vilited the Souls of ſonic, inre- 
vealing his Son Chriſt Jelus, the Light of the. Worid, whom he 
hth given and appointed (as was declared by his Servants of old) 
a Witneſs to the People, and a Leader and Commander to al] that 
receive, and truly follow. him, the Author of Eternal Salvation to 
all that obey him ; theſe he ſent forth in the Power of his Spirit, to 
preach him and Reconciliation to-God, and Salvation in him-to as 
many as ſhould hear his Voice, turn -at his Reproof, and in true 
ſelf-denyal become followers of him in the day of their Viſitation, 
in the receiving of which Teſtimony,through God's mercy,l came to 
ſee the Myſteries of his Kingdom opened, and my mind being turn« 
ed inward;the true Shepherd's Voice I came to hear,and his leadin 
forth of the ways of Death and Deſtruftion, into the way of Life 
and Peace; andthis Chrift Jeſus that Prophet, whom God hath ap. 
pointed tl-at all ſhould hear, the ſame that was born Teſtimony of 
by the Prophet, Apoſtles, and true Chriſtians in the Primitive 
times, whom God hath ſent to bleſs his People, # turning every one 
of them frem their Intquitics, AQts 3.22, 26. And then cameclear- 
ly to ſee that all who had taken upon them in mans will, and for 
worldly Honour and Gain, to be Expounders of Scripture, and Tea- 
chers and Inſtru@ers of people concerning the things of God, were 
all blind Guides, . falſe Teachers, and Miniſters of:Satan, and in the 
ſame ground which the falſe Prophets of old, of. whom the Lord 
ſaid,They ran ard he never ſent them, and therefore they did not profit the 
People at all,being indeed ſuch as feed themſelves,but let the Flock be ſcat- 
rered ; read Fer.23, Exek.13. & Chap.34- . And the Apoſtle Peter, in 
2 Pet.2. 1. plainly foretold, that as there was falſe Prophets among 
the People in former dayes,ſo there ſhould be falſe Teachers among 
profeſſing Chriſtians ;, and in the third Verſe he deſcribes way + un 
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(5) 
threugh Covetouſneſs with ſeigned Words they ſhould make Merchandi:t 
ef Pcople, &c.. And now tiiat this is an evicent mark of the Prieſts 
of this Generation, all whoſe underſtandings Gn hath opened, may 
clearly fee, and I do ſurely believe (that according to Scripture- 
Teſtimony) Curilt Jeſus 1s the ſame, yeſterday, tc day, and for- 
ever ; and the Way, Truth and Worſhip of God hath never chang- 
ed ſince tne Apoſtles dayes, though unſtabi: deceitful men iave 
been continually changiag, as worldly advantages have appeared, 
that hath always drawn them. 

And aow Its very evident that the National Miniſters and Tea- 
chers whom great multitudes follow (for-cacy being of tae world, 
the world ucareth chem, 1 Fohn 4.5.) - they clearly differ from the 
true Miaiſters.and Preachers of the Goſpel ;in tlie Primitive times 
(as appears by Scripture-Teltimony) in many particulars. 

As, 1, They differ in their Call and Ordination ; for the true 
Miniſters and Teachers in the Apoſtles days, they were fitted and 
called to that Work and Service by-the'Holy Gholt, A&: 13. 2, 4. 
And where mention is,made of ſome being choſen by the Church, 
and laying on of hands, &c: the Scripture plainly teſtifies, that «ch 
wereto be of Honeſt Report, Blameleſs men, and full of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Atts 6. 3. 1 Tim. 3, And we cannot find in Scripture, "that in the 
true Church they did at any time chuſe men for their being learaed 
in Heatheniſh Books and Languages, or that any proud, covetons, 
drunken, vicious,prophane-men were eyer choſen or. appointed (by 
them) to that Work; Butit is well known that in this Generation 
men put their Children to Univerſities as to get a Trade, with re- 
ſpect toPreferment,ealſe, & Worldly Gain thereby ; and when they 
have gotten their degrees of Natural Learning,then they are ſet up 
by People to be Teachers, be they never ſo vicious, ungodly and 
prophane, iuch as God never appointed to that Work in any Age 
or Generation, 

2aly, They differ in their Practice ; the true Miniſters in the Pri- 
mitive times they ſpake and preached as the Spirit pave them utter- 
ance,and that which they had ſeen,heard & handled of the Weird of 
Life,that they declared; they Prayed and Sung with the Spirit, and 
with Underſtanding z they ſought not peoples worldly i itates to 
themſelves,but to bring People to God ; we read not any where in 
Scripture that they had their Prayers ſet down in a Bzok for all 
ſeaſons and occaſions ; nor that they preached by Books; ror that 
they ſung (and gave People to ſing) David's Words turd into 

| | SY Rhumes 


C6) | 
Rhimes;- nor that they ſprinkled Infants, and called It the Sacra- 
ment:of Baptiſm ; nor that they gave people Bread and Wine, and 
called it the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Chriſt ; nor that 
they Married people for Money, nor Buried people for Money, 
norithat they Excommunicated people for net conforming to ſuch 
things. Much might be written, wherein they differ in PraCtice 
from the  Antient Chriftsans, as recorded in the Scriptures, 'but 
this in brief. WS 5 
3dly,T hey differ in their Maintenance z Chriſt ſent forth his Mini- 

ſters with this Command;Freelyhave ye reovived, freely give,or minifter : 
And all their Allowance we read of, was' into whatſoever Houſe they 
entred-and were received; thier to eat fuck things as were fet before 
them >: And we can'find'no/ Scripture-Record that” ever any of 
Chriſt's Miniſters either received or demanded Tythes, or any other 
ſettled or forced Maintenance, or that they ſued or imprifoned any 
for with-hoiding from ,thein- part of che increaſe of their Labours, 
Graunds; - or. Cateel, ' or 'Money for Offerings, * Smoke, Plough 
Geeſa;'' Heng, tor Bees,&c,'''But _—_ who'was a true Miniſter of 
Chriſt, -and travelled, preached,” and laboured much more then 
ny of theſe ; -he-wrought with his Hands,rother then, he would be 
chargeable to any; and'what: he'did receive. for ſupply of his Ne- 
ceſlities, in his\ great Pravels and Suferings, im Priſons, fc. it was 
the. free. Gift of ſych" as wete couverted' to God by their Miniſtry, 
and nat deſired by hiwv upon his own account, bot theirs, * Phil. 4. 
174 And, - 1113 £01. 2877 NWAOnag - 50» £ L3UES 3 A NG 

- athly;; They differ in Doftorine's we read in Scripture that 
Chriſt's Miniſters being ſent of him, they went forth and preached 
that men ſhould Repeat, and- that they ſhould bring forth Fruits 
meet for Repentance,: Auk 6: 1 2: Hits 26.20: and that Chriſtians 
ſhould | not tet. Sin'feign- in their mbtta} Bodies, nor obey it inthe: 
Luſt thereof, neither yield their Members as Inſtruments of Ud- 
righteouſneſs unto: Sin, but of, RipBtcoulneFs to God, Rom. 6. 1 2,13. 
| But the Teachers of this Generation, who profeſs to be the Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt and the Goſpel 3 though they ſometimes talk of Re- 
pentance, ſorrow for Sin, Contrition, &c. yet they ſay, That men 
cannot but commit Sin-while they ir andre will prevail in their Mem 
beys dazly, while they are on this fide the Grave. - 

 And'the moſt Barbarous and Atheiſtical ry opon Earth can- 
not commit: Sin here no- longer then they live, for in the Grave 


none can'cither commit Sin, nor repent from Sin: And Chriſt ſts 


— 


(2) 
teſtifieth, that They whe dys in their Sing,. wOuy he is they. 04tnet come, 
John $. 21-.| Again, 

Fhe true Miniſters were ſows to to twrs People from Darkneſs to Light, 
aud from Satar?; Power toGed, But thele iorn-People 
from anc Tradizionagd Formal "ry Ho to another, which they 
change and alter as opportunities appear for their advantage i in this 
Wor Id, Again; . £ 

"The rraeE Miniſters preached among the Geniles, The Son of God 
revealed in them, and this Myſtery, Chriff in them the Hoze of Glory, 
warning and teaching every many that rhey might preſent every man per= 
fett in Chrift Foſnis Gal, 1.16, Coll-1. 27, 29-; 

But-ithe. Money-ſeeking: Miniſtec wr oppoſe this Dodtrine, and 
many. of. them make © mock at Chri within; and Light within, 
and. at Gods Work: being perfetted in any while they live upon 
Earth; and they teach People tohear then talk of Mans notions of 
things without them, whereby their Hearts are not at all bextered as 
to their own inward ftates and; conditions... Again, The-trge Minot 
ſters Preach'd, 'that as many as are led by the Spirit of Gods? are the 
Sons or Children of God,. Rows. 8; 14; 

But the other teach: People, that. as many as have. Wates ſprin» 
| Kled on their Faces by them, (which they, call Bapri/m) are thereby 
made Children of God, Members of Chriſt and Inheriters of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, witneſs their Catechiſm, And tho the Scrip- 
ture RR teſtify,” that the Unrighteows ſhall net Inherit the Kingdom 
of God, or of Heaven, 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10: Gal. 5,21... And the A- 
poſe cautions People that they be-nor deceived, for neither Fornicators, 
nor Idelaters,” nor Adulterers, nor Effemmate, (Wanton or 'Unclean 
Perſons) »or Thieves, ner Covetous; nor ; Oren nor Revilers, nor 
Extoxtioners Inbiriut the K meter! of And.i ts, very evident 
that ſome: (if nat many ) that-are hey tt the: Prieſts when 
they are Children, and.alſo end and Taught by them after- 
ward, and yet'are doers of ſuch things.as arg.there. mentioned, to 
exclude out of Gods Kingdom. , Again, Chriſt Jeſus, the faithful 
and: true Witneſs, faid, The How is comng, i which all. thet ave tn 
the Graves ſhall.bear bis Voice, and. ſhall:comeforth, they that have done 

peqpoghe Reſurreftion of Life, an they chagbeve, daxe' Evil.$0 4bb Re- 

ionof Dannation,..L Joh.-5, 28-29%, 


IEE the Parilt-Prieſts, when 8FPErſpa on is Buried, for whom 
they can get Feeszthey. lay, He commit : pans this our "dear Brother 
19 the ED in [are and cer: ain-hope of Forde to- Erernal Life : 


And 
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And this they ſay without ary enquity} Ur-coHiideration, whitwthert- 
they have done good or. cvil.z and very many «Pedple being hol 
given up to- believe | whatever they ſay,” "are thereby Tetled th 
groundleſs ſecurity, and: vain hope, not Terching the Seriptares 
nor conſidering that every one muſt recetve'#iplit Recon Penie 
of Reward'from/ the Hand” of the: juſt God; according 6 the | 
Works, and that there j3 no reſpect of F with him. $0 ow... | 
it is very evident to every one who ſha] in- the Fear 'of God, "ingly ; 
obſerves the Teſtimony of Scripture, concerning the- Dottrine-0 | 
Chriſtand his Apoſtles, and true Miniſters therein recorded, and 4% 
compare the ſame with the Do@rine of the Minrſters' and Preachers, 
of this 'Generation , who! Preach for'- Tythes, and great: ſurs-of 
Money, and ſo live iti Price and Voluptuouſneſs, who have'along 
rime ſtriven” to force their Do&rine and Way of Worſhip upon all 
People, however with Cruelty: and Violence to'exact unjuſt and un« 
reaſonable payment for ir, even from them that cannot receive it, 
hereby itwill plainly appear that their Work runs even paralet with 
the falſe-Prophets of old; and theirs'of whom the'Lord ſaid, They 
frengthen the Hands of the Wicked, that be ſhould net retwrn from his 
Wicked way, by promiſing bim Life, Ezek.: 13: 22- 

Theſe are but a few things of many that are clearly ſeen and 
opened by the Spirit of the Lord, which is theſame now in-all' thax 
wait to be ted'and inſtry&ed by it, as in former- Generations, and 
is freely -given-of Go'even to the fimple amongMen, who intrue 
fear wair to receive its' Teftimony, Which is againſt Sin and Iniquis 
ty and all Deceit in every Heart, ' and againſt ' every evil- way 
and work; and the reproof thereof being received and ſelf-denied, 
and the evil turned from, and Sin forſaken, then the fame Spiris 
that Convincey of Sin, and Condemns -all-Unrighteowfnefs, - 'as the 
mind comes to betnrned'to if a2dexetciſed in it; by it the under 
ſtanding 'is truely opened, 'and the way-of Life" and Peace, 'and 
Salvationin Chriſt Jeſus revealed; atid therein-watching and abid< 
ing inhim, and not to return to-folly, nor to any enticing Vanity, 
or allurment'in this World;nor to'deny him-before Men, the? talled 

to (uffer- for the Teſtimony of f1,au of his'Name and Truth; 
and*ſpiritual Worſhip, "which hh beed'the lor'of his faithful-Wit-. 
nefſes, and true Followers thronghoit:Azes ant Generations: *And 
vhis obſerve, if we read the" Seriptures'through, | and the moſt ere= 
dible Hiftories'extant; from Cain and' Able to this day, wE tay find 
that it:hath -never been any Tong time together whorem ay 0 
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and ſuffering Perſecytion, and many times by the means of fach'as 
made'the higheſt Profeſſion and ſhew of Religion, as the Prieſts 
and falſe Prophets, who were in greateſt favour with Kings and 
'Rulers, raiſed the'moſt Perfecttion, as againſt Aficaiah, Jeremiah, 


. and Ang, by whoſe means they were threatned, impriſoned, Cc. 
- -: under” the” falſe charges” of Evil ſpeaking, Conſpiring, falſe Pro- 
© phecy,..and ſeeking peoples hurt; Who butthe Scribes, Phariſees, 


Chief Prieſts and Counſelors, perſecuted to death the Son of God, 
impriſoned the Apoſtles, ſtoned Stephen, and raifed Perſecution 


againſt Paul and others, and among ſuch as have had the Name of 


Chriftians, Biſhops, Doors, Priefts, and high Learned men, have 
been the chief Agents in burning, rortaring, impriſoning, and ſpoil- 
ing the Lord's tender people in England, and elſewhere, both 
formerly and of late Years. 

So now in true Sobriety, in the Fear of God ſeriouſly confider, 
(theſe things being made manifeſt, and clearly opened to my un. 
derſtanding by the Spirit of the Lord, and | being ſurely perſwa- 
ded of the truth thereof.) Whether now T1 have not ſufficient 
ground to ſeparate from theſe Teachers, and all their invented 
Formalities, and to prize the Lord's Mercy in diſcovering their 
Deceits, and alſo to with-hold all affiltance from them in that 
work of deceiving others, of whoſe deſtruction I ſhould not be 
Clear if (knowingly) I ſhould maintain, affilt, or ſtrengthen the 
Hands of the great Deceivers, Servantsand Inſtruments in that per- 
nicious work. 

And now dear People, all who may be herein concerned, who 
have hitherto been Followers of theſe Men, to your ſerious and 
ſober Confideration theſe few particulars following are propoſed, 
Vis. 


Firſt, Whether ye do not believe that the Eternal State of your 
Souls, that is everlaſting Blefſedneſs or Miſery, is a matter of con 


cern toevery one, more weighty then anything in this World ? 


Secondly, Whether ye do not believe that the everlaſting Salva- 
tion or Damnation of every man and woman's Soul doth depend 
on their laying hold of, and cloſing with the Mercy of God = we 

B MA . or 


$, £ © 
a» - a 
F . 


—- - 
%. > wo 

REV - 
' fs ? 


EF a £=% = I; 5e. 7 
. wn LO &<.* p P - _ - 4 p 
£5 Wes. "WP; ory 3-5 Wt XY LID 4 4 
d _— - - $1 o * As 
b - # + 
ke," 4 A 
-”- 


XL 


Fourthly, Whether. ye would be-content to- truſt the Evidences 
and aſſurance of your whole Eſtates in this World, - in the hands-of 
any. Stranger that ſhould offer to procure and keep them -for you, 
for a certain ſum of Money, and yon, your Families and Poſterity 
to deperd and rely only upon his Words for all? or would you 
not think it neceſſary for you ſurely to know, receive, and have the 
keeping of them your ſ-lves ? 


Fifthly, Whether now in this the Day of your Viſitation, every 
one of you have.not abſolute need-to wait on: God, .that he may 
open your underſtandings, and give you to know the myſtery of 
S2lvation in Chriſt Jeſus» every one- for your ſelves; and that 
you may every one Pray for your ſelves, and feel acceſs-to God 
in the Spirit for your ſelves, and know true Repentance and Faith 
given you of Gad, and wrought by his- Spirit and Power in your 
ſelves, and to know a growth in Grace in your ſelves, and every 
one to be inwardly exerciſed by Goc?s Spirit in your ſelves, to feel 
2nd truly to know theſe things, and no longer to rely and wholly to 
depend on avain, proud, or covetous man, or any Hireling and ſcH- 
ended man, to know for. you, underſtand for you, pray for you, 
ſearch the Scriptures for you,and believe for yon,while ye live ateaſc 
in Ignorance, and count that moſt weighty matter, the eternal ſtate 
of your immortal Souls to be of ſo lictle valne, as wholly to truſt 
him with it, and to take all on his Word. till Dcath come; and then 
if jt prove ſo, that theſe men. be indeed Deceiyers, for geting Mo- 
ney and worldly Gain, then your loſs will be unrecoverable, and 
there can-be ng remedy: foryau ? 


And now my Friends and Country Peojle, and whom it may con- 
cerny where-cyer this may come, To kim itfat kaows the ſecrets E 
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all hearts I do appeal, 'that I have no end'to my ſelf io, givirg forth” = 


this Teſtimony, neither is it in Wrath and Revenge againſt that 
deceitful man, by whoſe Cruelty and continued Malice | have long 
ſuffered, and do ſuffer, nor againſt the Perſons of any of that fort ; 
for 1 am very ſenfible that after a little time we mult all come to 
Judgment, and every one receive of the Juſt and Rigiteovs God a 
ful} Reward according to our Works; and I being in the will of 
Ged brought into this exerciſe, which 1,could not with a clear 
Conſcience avoid, and finding Peace and Acceptance with God 
therein,it came into my heart to give forth this plain and true Teſti- 
mony, to pals among my Neighbours ard others, 2s way ſhall be 
made, that all ſuch may be informed concerning the weighty. Rea- 
ſons of niy ſubmitting to this Suffering, and enduriog this Afition, 
viz. To be ſeparated from my Wife and Children, Kindred and 
Acquaintance, and from my earthly Babitation and Eſtate, and 
now in my Old Age to be ſhut up amongſt hainous Tranſgreſſors, 
Poor and deſtitute (and which is worſe) wicked and, prophane Per- 
ſons; and all this without any neceſſity or cauſe, but to keep my 
Conſcience void of oftence to God, who hath.certainly called me 
(and many more). to come out of Babylon, the falls Spirit, the Mo- 
ther of Harlots and Abominations of the Earth, in whoſe Skirts is 
found the Blood of the Saints and Martyrs of Jeſus, by whoſe Sor- 
ceries all Nations have been deceived ; read Kev. 17. and 18. Chap. 
Jobn ſaw in the Spirit that ſach a Myſtery of Iniquity, Whore, Falſe 
Spirit, Falſe Church, ſhould come up, By which Kindreas, Nations, 
Peoples and Tongues ſhould be betwitched with her Sorceries, and made 
drunk with the Wire of her Fornication : And now It 1s very clear, 
that all the invented Forms and Ways of Worſhip that have been 
ſet up and-agreed by mens Devices, and forced upon Peopl2 ſince 
the Apoſtles dayes, hath all been in another Spirit then they were 
led by,and walked in,and for other ends then they ſought after, who 
were the true Miniſters & Servants of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And naw 
my Soul. is witneſs, (with many others) that now the Everlaſting Go- 
ſpel is:Breached to them that dwell on the Earth,and to every People 
and Tongue, wherein the Call is,to Fear God, and to Worſhip him, Rev. 
14.6,7. And now the falſe Teachers and Merchants of Babylo», that 
have been made rich by her Sorceries, and have made Merchandize of 
Bodies and Souls of men, Rev. 18. 13. they are the great Oppoſers, 


and by Contention, Slanders, and all their cunning Craftineſs en- 
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deavour to pervert” the minds of People, and. to ki them Nill in 
jgnorance of the Work of God's Spirit & Power in ſelyes,that 
ſoth:y may yet make a prey of them, and when they can no longer 
therewith prevail, they have raiſed all the Perfecution they have 
been able, and yet do to the utmolt of thetr-power; and this hath 
been a ſore mark of Deceiver+s and falſe Worſhippers thronghont 
all Generations from' Cain to this day, Cruetty, Force ard Vio« 
lence; But the true Worſkippers ,- Servants and Miniſters of 
God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, were never found in that work, as 
the Scripture very fully declares, 1 Gal. 4. 29. 2 Cor. 8,9. 

And now ifany think or ſay, /r ſeems ftrange that now-nhen 1 am grown 
O1d, and God bath given me Wife and Children,a eenſiderable Fab ation 
and Eſtate in the world, why now I cannot be ſatisfied to conform to the 
National Praftice, and Lams, at leaſt to pay the Prieſt, or cauſe, or 
fuffer it to be done, (though I like not their doings, nor approve their 
prattice) which many worldly Wiſe men de, and chuſe to do to enjoy their 
Liberty and Eftates, and avoid Sufferings * +» 

Well Friends, ſearch the Scriptures, and ye may find that Gods 
fairhfal Servants have been like-minded in former dayes, Shadrach, 
Meſbach and Abednego were prefered in the Province of Babylon, and 
were eſteemed Wile men, yet they refuſed to do as other Wiſe 
men did; for its aid, T hat the Judges, Counſellors, and all the 
Principal Men of the Kingdom ſubwitted to the King's deeree 
yet they boldly refuſed, thongh the Penalty was to be caſt inro 
rhe Burning Fiery Furnace. And Daniel, a man greatly preferred 
to a ſtate of living honourably in the World, ad though Princes 
and People obeyed that Decree of King Darims, yet Daniel rather 
ſubmitted to be caſt into the Lyons Den, then to diſpence with the 
exerciſeof his Conſcience towards God : And the Apoſtle Part in 
his day and time was of the ſame mind,that what he was perſwaded 
in his own Heart he ought to do in obedience to God, his neareſt 
Friends could not diſwade him from, though he fore-ſaw great 
Sufferings ſhould attend him therein, 4& 21. 13, So now it is with 
me, and others like-minded, but as it hath been with the Lord's 
faithful Servants in former dayes. | 


And now my beloved Country-men, and all who are ſober 
minded, in whom there is any tender Deſires towards God, The ]. 
cauſe of my preſent Writing, is my earneſt deſire for you that ye 
may no longer ke. beguiled by ſelf-ended, and deceitful men in this 
moſt weighty matter relating to the eternal ſtate of .your Souls ; 
But that you may all retire inward, and encline your Ear to him, 
whom God hath given for a Witneſs to the People, who ſheweth 
unto man his Way, and declares to him the Thoughts of his Heart, 
who convinces the World of Sn, turns from Iniquity, and leads 
into all Truth ; even Chriſt Jeſas, in whom alone is Salvation, 
who is the Author of it to all that obey him, yea, he is to'be o» 
beyed who calls out of Sin, and from every ſinful way and work ; 
for while men live inSin, and continue Workers of Iniquity, the 
Seperation from God remains, and all Pretences of Religion, and 
Worſhip is in vain, as is fully declared in Scripture, I/a. 1. 1 1. &c. 
John 9.31. Mat. 7. 22,23, And Chriſt Jeſus in his Spiritual Manj- 
feſtation, to all that receive and trnely follow him, is the ſame in 
theſe dayes, asin former Generations, And that ye may all. come 
truely to know him, and his faving work in every one of your 
Souls, now in this the day of your Viſitation, and that none of you 
may miſs, or come ſhort of it, is the real and Hearty deſire of your 
Friend, and truely Well-Wiſher, 


From the Place of my ; 
Confinement in York , 
Cale: the 24 Dey Sebaſtian Ellythorp. 
of che 5th Month, 

1691, 


: + ad » -XT 
: % | : I . 
C ; * E 4 Y R F 
l " - % ©. . - 
v 3 4 yy 4 «bs A , v 
\ 


Crg 3 


To them called Preſbytertans. 


AN, T Ow ye my beloved Friends, Neighbours and Country-People, 
'N in whom there hath been raiſed lome defires towards God 
" and the knowledge of his Way, whereby you have been ſtirred up to 
ſeek further then the common ſort who lit, down 2t eaſe, contenting 
themſelves with any dark ſhew of Warſhip which Men in their 
wills ſet up, and their Teachers for profit and wordly advantage 
obſerve and practice, and your Eyes being a little opened to ſee 
. their deadneſs, coldneſs, formality,and earthly-mindedi.eſs, a ſecret 
convincement hath been raiſed in your underſtandings, that this is 
rot the ancient Path, and Way in which, the Apoltles and true 
Chriſtians walked in the Primitive times, nor in which the Zealous 
People of God (who ſuffered for their Teſtimony) walked in after 
Generations ; and upon theſe conſiderations, ſome ſtirrings have 
riſen in you to ſeek and enquire: further, and then you not under- 
ſtanding the weight of that Heavenly Teſtimony of our Lord Jeſus, 
Luk 17.20,21,23,24. You not knowing that the Kingdom of God comes nes 
ith obſervation, as lo bere, and lo there,but 13 within you : Men have called 
unto you, ſaying, See bere, and Se there and you (contrary to the Coun» 
ſel,and command of our Lord Jeſus) have gone after them, and great 
multitudes haye been drawn (moft eſpecially in a time of outward 
Liberty) into that called the Preſbyterian way, and their Teachers 
have appeared to them in a more refined ſort of Prayers and pregch- 
ing then the other, (viz. the common ſort) and with ſome higher 
Notions, and more ſhew of Zeal, and they cuningly gloſs their own 
Tenents, and PraQtices, and reproach, and bitterly inveigh againſt 
others, and ſome of you travel far, and are hecome eager followers 
of them, and peradventure now hope you are right, and that you 
have found the way, and need ſcek no further. 
Well Friends, where. you now are, I was, many yearsago: I 
.. have trodden the ſame path, I diligently ſought and enquird among 
them, and have large experience of what is there tobe found, 1 
have ſeen and taſted both theſr Root and Fruit, and well know it to 
be out of the ſame Ground, and of the ſame kind with the _—— 
ort, 
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fort, ©onely a little more finely gloſſed in ſhew and appearance ; and 
in this as well as the other form of Profel, , people are brought 
no further then to rely upon men, and to depend on thenrfor con« 
tinual direCtion, in their Knowledge, Belief and Pratice in all 
matters of Religion and Worſhip; and theſe Teachers whom you 
follow, differ not in the gronnd from theſe you have lefr, for their 
fitting for their Miniſtry, is by Schools and Colledges, where they 
alſo learn Heatheniſh Books, whereby to attain to the Knowledge of 
Languages, which is but natural z and the Scripture ſaith, rbe natu- 
ral man nnderſt ands not the things that be of God, nor can he know them, 
becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned; and the motives that draws them 
to their Miniſtry, is that thereby they may be highly eſteemed 
among Men, and called Maſters, and get Money, and Worldly 
Riches;and1 well know that when they were upermolt in this Nation, 
they were as Ambitious, Covetrors, Contention and Cruel, and ſought 
as much after the greateſt Livings, Tythes, and all other Forced 
Maintenance, and many of them as bitter | Perſecutors as the Biſhops 
have been ſince; for in the dayes of Parliment and Protettor, if 
any had but offered to Query of them or diſpute in their Aſſemblies 
(as Paxl's manner was, Afﬀts 17. 2.) then "they had a Popr1fh' Law, 
which was made in Queen Mary's time, to defend their Popiſh 
Prieſts, and by it the Preſbyterian Prieſts cauſed Men or Women t5 
be Impriſoned, and many have ſuffered much vpon that account; 
and in that tinte I ſaw a Petition drawn up and ſigned by very many 
of that ſort of Priefts, requeſting the Parliament, to eſtabliſh ſome. 
Law for reſtraining Anabaptiſts, Antinomians, Stekers, and others” 
who ſhrouded themſelves (as they ſaid) under Churches independent; 
ſeperate Congregations, and Liberty of Conſcience, © preſlin 
them much to ſuppreſs all others, and to eſtabliſh their form z an 
ſome of them ſought to draw other People to: joyn with them theres 
in, to ſtir up Perſecution - ſo whatever: they ſmoothly pretend toy 
now that they have been a while under ; when they had” Worldly 
Power on their ſide,they were as Riged, for Publick Places, Forced 
Maintenance,and: Cruel Perſecution upon all' accounts, asever any 
Proteſtarrs were; and their Brethren in New- England cauſed many of 
the Lords tender Servants to be cruelly Impriſoned, & Spoiled, ſome 
they Whipt, ſome they Branded withrhot Irofis, ſome theyCut of Ears, 
others they Baniſhed, and four they pur to Death, and-all for no 
other eaute but the exerciſe of their Conſciences towards God, _ 
; ther” 
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their faithful holdipg the Teſtimony they had receivediaf-hi 
and one of their chiet Prieſts put forth a Book to excuſe. thei 
der and other Cruelties: And as to their Pratice jni their AWorkhir 
tho: they ſeem a little more refin'd in their formal. Obleryatian 
then ſome others, as Praying without Book, expounding,. ſptink- 
ling infants withcut Croſs or Sureties, Marrying witbout Ring, and 
leaving ont ſome dark Formalities in Burying their Dead, and lay* 
ing aſide the old Catechiſm, &c. Yet they do all theſe things for 
the ſame ends viz. For Money, and filthy Lucre ; and-as to their 
+ Doctrine, its in moſt things the ſame, as denying the Light of 
Chriſt, (or however the fufficiencyofit,) and the teaching of. his 
Spirit, holding the' ceaſing of Divine Revelation, neceſlity of Sin- 
ing during Life, &c. Except they differ from ſome others, in hold 
- ing Elettion and Reprobation of Perſons in Gods eternal Decree, 
which DoQrine if true, they and all others may ceale Preaching, 
\ Praying, and all other Religious Exerciſes, for not any thing that 
. they, or any Men can do, can in any wiſe alter Gods Decreez 
But:I have heard ſome argue thus, that as God hath decreed. the 
. end, ſoalſo he hath Decreed the means, tending thereto: So that 
whom he hath ordained to Salyation, he hath allo ordained, that 
they ſhall be Baptized, read, hear them Preach, believe their 
Doctrine, . receive their Sacrament geey, obſerve Ordinances, 
come Jinto and continue in Churcl» fellowſhip, &c. And- with 
whom they (through their cunning craftineſs) thus prevail, they 
. perſwade to continue trading with them, to buy their Merchandize, 
ro receive and believe their Meanings of the Scriptures, and their 
Conſequences therefrom, and their DoCtrines and Concluſions to 
take on their word, andall their days to continue learning of thein, 
and giving them large Wages beſides. But to this I Anſwer, that 
by this DoEtrine they would bring/in abundance of unclean, and un- 
ſanftified Chriſtians, Believers, and Church-Members, as they call 
them, whom they have gathered, inſtrued, and led in the belief 
and praftice of their Profeſſion and Way, who yet (with themſelves) 
remain Workers of Iniquity, ſuch as the pure holy. and Righteous 
- God never own'd, nor accepted, and ſuch as the Scriptures plainly 
declare, ſtall nor be received, but ſhut out of Gods Kingdom, Mat. 
4. 21.25: Lak, 13. 29,28. Rev. 21.8. 

And this Dotrine of theirs, alſo excludes multitudes of People, 
to. whom they have never trayelled to preach that they call the 
Goſpel, 
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r their Bat ti fon, | Sach gents) and 'Ordinaxce?, who were 
-Jn{tructed in. cheir Belief and Church-Fellowſhip, yet not- 
+ withitanding in Femperance, Chaſtity,” Sobriety, Honeſty, Hami. 
y, bearing, and forgiving Injuries, | and other. Chriſtian 'Vertues, 
which, God gver.ownedand approved, far. exceed many of the Pro- 
| Chriſtians, and their Teachers too,z for tho the Clergy-Menof 
all forts (that 1 know) have pretended ty derive their Commiſſion 
irom Chriſt's Words to his Diſciples,' Go trach all Nations, Bap- 
tizing them, &c. yet they uſally travel no farther to Teach and 
Baptize, then-the firſt great Tyebe-Pariſh,, or Rich Living that they 
can obtain, and there they moſtl; live at.eaſe, in Pride and Fulneſs, 
and takes no care what becomes bf other\Nations;; yet I do believe 
that-God whois no reſpetter- of perſons; but-in every Nation 'ac- 
cepteth them that fear him, and work Righteouſneſs, hathnot alto- 
gether lighted. the.Nations - far remote, (who are counted Heathen 
and Infidels, by,the nominel Chriſtians) nor left them utterly deſti- 
tutc:of ;thej megus of, ;Salyation, inand by: the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
hrs he hath given and appointed a Light tothe-iGentiles, 'andtg 
his Salvation, to the-Endsof the&Earth, and that the greaÞ Heart- 
Searcher , may ſometimes find; more .Faith ; and good Fiat, in 
and .amang ſome. of them, \then_-among many great Profeſſors-of 
ChriBianity, as the' Scripture. declares of .Fb, Elihu, -Corneliue, 
and the Comurion, mentioned, 47a. 8. 10. and divers others in for- 
mer Genezations;\ who bad noti the:Law and: Qrdinances vih the 
Letter,:a$:4{rael bad, and;yet tad” received theknowledge of: God; 
and his works.in them, and.ſhewed the work of the Law -written in 
their Hearts; and God himſelf Teſtified of Fob, that there was none 
like him io.the Earth, aperfedt ahd upright Man, that feared God 
and eſchewed evi}, :and therein-he was accepted of God, when' ma 
ny,that had tbe Law.and Teftimony and Ordinatices in the Letter, 
and theſe. advantages, yet taking Liberty to live in Sin, iand Iniqui- 
ty and Tranſgreſſion of the Law, were therefore rejected as the 
Scriptures abundantly Teſtifie,and as to Gods fore-Knowledge of all 
things, that is a Secret, andSecret things belongs to God;zbut things 
that are revealed, to us and toour Children for ever, Det. 29, 
29, And he hath revealed that his Will is, that a!! Men ſhould be 
ſaved, and come to the Knowledgeof the Truth, 1 Tim. 2. 4. And 
that the wicked ſhould- forſake his way, and the unrightcous _ 
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his. Thoughts, 254.retirn to- the Lord his God" who is Grations, 
and will abundantly Pardon, fa. 55.7. And that he hath no 
pleaſare in the dzath of the wicked, but that the wicked torn from 
his way and live, Ezek. 33: 11, 

. So now Dear People, my: Teftimony is, that tho- you have the 
advantage of. the Scriptures, -which1'd6 highly prize, and not at 
all undervalue, yet ye muft every one come to the Light, or mani- 
feſtation of the Spirit of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in your own Hearts 
and Conſciences, which ſhews and teſtifies againſt the ſecret work-- 
ings of Satan in your Hearts, begetting/evil Thoughts, Luſts, and 
inordinate Aﬀe&ions, which- prevailing/ in -you (with conſent) 
brings forth all the evil words-and aQtions;. and 'ungodly prattices 
that appears and abounds -in the World, which defiks the Man, 
provokes the holy. and jaſt ' God: todiſpleaſure, and makes unfit 
for. his Kingdom, which wich the Light, or Spirit of Trath, be- 
ing made manifeſt and reproved, mnſt in obedience thereto be de- 
nyed; reſiſted, and turned from, afid therein hetnit ih the ſtrait 
way of ſel6-denial' and "the daily Crofs, be truely 4nd faichfully 
followed, or ye cannot: behis/Difciples; nor know' Salvation by 
him ; for they. that profeſs to know God, butin works defy him, 
are the abotninable, being Diſobedient, and-to every good work 
reprobate, Titus 1.16. But 'the Grace of ' God which brings Shlva- 
tien, bath appeared to all men, teaching »s that dinying a" Uig ph 
and Worldly Lufts, we:ſhould live Soberly, ' Righteouſly and *Guttly'in rhbys 
preſent World » looking (ſor: the Blefſted Hope" and Glorious Appearing 
of the grant God, and our Saviour . Feſus Chriſt, who give biniſelf 
for us, -that be might redeem us from all Iniquity, (mark, all wr ab 
and purifie unto himſelf a holy People, - Zealows of good Works, "Tir. 2: 
11, 12, 13, 14» So now the very fame way of Life and 'Salvation, 
inand through the Lord Jefus Chtift, and not 'afy other, is here 


truely and faithfully witneſſed -and held forth, as was in the Apoſtles 
dayes. - | 


To 
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To the People called Anabaprifts. 


Ne it isin my Heart, in true Love and Good-Will, to write a 
4 N few Words to you that are called Anabapriſts; ye are come 
lomething farther then the reſt, vjz. from ſuch a reliance upon men, 
and eſpecjally-from ſuch a blind dependance upon the accaunted 
learned men; and alſo out of the Practice of ſuch Formal Tradi- 
tions, as have been by them jnvented, and brought in fince the 
Apoltles dayes, and ye are come to a more exact ſearch of the 
SCrIPtures, and to an outward imitation of ſuch Pra&ices as are 
therein declared of; and ſo ye have rejected abundance of Forma- 
Iities ſet up by-men, = by Tradition and Compwſion en- 
Joywd and obſerv'd among(t the Nominal Chriſtsgrs 3 and as I have 
been. jaform'd, many of your Predeceſlors have deeply ſuffered 
for. their Teſtimony therein, viz. : againſt Pariſh-Churches (ſo 
called) and the Worſhip there ſet up, £iz. Infaut Baptiſm,Swearing, 
G's. And I haye heard ſome of the.Chicf Prieſts render you odious, 
as a People holding many horrid-Opinions, as by them called, 
and Particularly for ſetting pp the, Revelation ,of the Spirit, and 
cenying Baptizing of Children, Singing of Plalms, &c-: ,, | 

But now Friends conſider, that fince ye have gotten more room 
inthe World, -and moxe Liberty therein, and ſometynes World- 
ly Power, many. of , you have declin'd that Teſt:mgny , ſame- 
times bora ;by then thax went -beforg you under the, ſame Name 
and Profeflidn, - who then were low. and, humble, ;being d:ſpiſed 
and perſecuted, amang wen, which they Patient] Ingurec 3 but 
Jince that-day a Liberty--hath been taken (at leaſt) by. too many 
of you t0--Swear; pay - T'ythes, call and .be called Maſters , yea, 
and ſometimes to mix with . other Profeſſions in; their formal 
Worſhip: and now I know none more then you for ſetting up 
the-Letteral Knawledge of the: Scriptures, .. whereby £9, ungcr- 
ftand\Divine, Myſteries, and the qutward :and formal Obſerva- 
tion of ſuch. things as were then practiſed, in ,meer_ imitation 
and traditian. And ſome of you with all your ſtrength oppoſe 
and reproach. the, lnwarg ManiſcBatign of the Light and Spirit 
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of our. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the God of Mercy, who is no re- 
ſp:&er of Perſons, who would--have all men to be. ſaved, hath 
nniverſaily extended the ſame. unto all, that all men through 
him migit believe; for bhave-qbſerved-int k lirgle Yook, called 
or tituled, The Child. Inſir u&ior, fer forth by one of your Profeſſi-n 
(named B. Kee) and ,expoſid in Print to publick view, where» 
in aſter a deal of Verſes and flouriſhing Notions, the faid Auzhor 
undertakes to'declare his Opinion: and Judgment concerning the 
Light within ;* and ſaith, Ber«uſe there is a ſort' of People riſen up of 
late dayes, that ſay there" it. a Lig»t within them , 'and every one that 
cometh into the World, *whith if walked np t9, will teach' then all things 
neceſſary. to Salvation: But; "ſaith he, T Jrall ſhew that thty 'do err 
exceedingly, not knowing, nor belicving the Scriptures, &c. ' T anſwer, 
That foraſmuch as. the Lord cin mercy hath viſited -my Sonl,-in 
cauſing his Light to ſhine out. of Parkneſs, - which hath ſhined 
in my Heart, to'give'the Knowledge of him in the face of Jeſirs 
Chriſt.” I acknowledge my felf to be one of theſe people , whom 
this Author 1s pleaſed to charge with vile and pernictous Do- 
Qrine, Error, curſed Loftrine, &c; And for his affirming that 


we know not, nor belizve the Scriptures : - That is' no lefs then a bold 


and impudent Lye; for,we have all the means of-knowing* the 
Scriptures,that he has, as natrral men, -and' many of us have been 
diligent improvers of the ſame'in our day, but more'eſpectally 
by the ſhinings in of the Light,” or manifeſtation' of [the Spirit'of 
Chriſt in our Hearts, we are -confirmed - in 'a certain® belief of 
wat is therein declared, and-the Teſtimony that we have born 
of late d ayes, morn the Light; hath - been the ſame, and 
no other? then the: faithful -Follow&'s of-him did formerly* bear, 
as is fully and largely declared .in/the Scriptures -of -Truth, 72. 
That Chriſt:'the'true Light lighteth"every mats that 'cories into 


the World ;, and that he that follows Rim ſhall not abide in-Dark. 


neſs, but have the Light of Life ;- and the ſame that gives Light 
ta them that fit in' Darkneſs, guides in'the Way of Peace, Fohr 1. 9. 
Jolis 3.12. Lab; 3: 79, He 2507 : fo 5G? 
Then this Author ſays, he: mill ſhew what this Lipht 34,” hd what 
it is not 3. and he faith; It is an excellent Spirit 'of Knowledgelund 
Underſtanding, that God hath given, placed, and fermed in man, 
which is. called the Candle"of the Lird; together with the Law,” 0r ſub» 
ſtance of the firſt Covenant, written in the Hearts of the worſt of- =_ 
| ' wriic 
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which (he faith) ' is much darkened in the Unregenerate by the Fall 
and Tranſgreſſion.' T hen he faith, = Light is not God, nor Chriſt 
the anginted of Godz nor the Holy Spirit which flows from the” Father 
ant from Chrift.”- Yet he ſaith, By his Light thou mayſt underſtand 
that there is a God, or an eternal wviſible Power which did create all 
things. 2dly, That be is the Soveratgn Lord of the whole Creation, 
and doth preſerve all things which he. hath made, and that every thing 
is at his diſpoſing. 3dly, Jt will teach thee that he ought ro be Wore 
Pripped a5 the higheſt - Beeing, and no other beſides him: athly, It will 
Comvince- of . Sin, and" Reprove Wickedneſs, and ſhew Evil Thoughts. 
gthly, It will teach Righteouſneſs towards men, and” to extrciſe a juſt 
Mind and Spirit in alt thy Ways and Doings, Gthly, It will teach 
Humility and Lolineſs te render due Reſpe#s to al. Tthly; It will 
reach to do-to all men as thou wouldſt be done unto, and that in every © 
thing. Which he largely expreſſeth in* Particulars, - wherein tho? 
F 60 not tranſcribe his Words at large, yet I take the Subſtance 
without any intended detrz&ion from its true Sence, 

In Anſwer whereunto, I firſt obſerve, he holds that all things 
is, "or may- be done- by ſomething in man, as himſelf,” a' Crea- 
ture, and as fallen man too, for (he faith) This Light and Un- - 
derſtanding is much darkened in the Unregenerate, by the Fall 
and: Tranſgreſhon. So we mult underſtand that he intends Mat 
in his natural Underſtanding and Abitities', gea, by his own 
Spirit'and underſtanding in-that ſtate,” without the ſhinings in 
of God, Chriſt, or the Holy Spirit which flows from the Father 
and from Chriſt, may know, underſtand, and be taught all theſe 
things. Surely this Author hath the moſt ſer up Man, as of him- + 
ſelf, capabte- off Underſtanding, Knowledge, and attaining to 
Righteouſneſs without the enlightning,* teaching', and power- 
ful-working-of God, Chriſt; or the holy'Spirit in him, thateverl 
read, or heard of any Proteſtant in all my days ; the'Scripture faith, 
The World” by Wiſdom: knows not God; - and that men in their natu= 
ral ſtate are Darkneſs, and underſtand not the things of God, 
nor 'can know ther; -becauſe - they are Spiritually diſcertied, . at 
that it is Gotd-that fearcheth the Hearts, and declareth unto man 
his Thoughts, &e.* Yet this 'Author affirms, that man in his 
fallen and _unregenerate ſtate” hath ſuch an excellent Spirit in 
him, by which (though it be much darkened by the fall, &c.) he 
may underſtand, be tanght, convinced and inſtructed in all rn 
eVea.- - 
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% *:ſever- particulars ( aforementioned.') ' Now. let all the, Wiſh 


in heart in the fear of God, judge how. this man hath ſhewed hig 
| Knowledge or Belief of the Scriptures, , or how the Scripturgsy 
TeRimony concerning theſe things, and his Aﬀercions Can. be res 
conciled. * yt; 

Then. he faith, The Law given to Iſrael was 4. more glorious Ain 
#1ſtration then this in all men, 

--1 Anſwer : That then thereby they ſhould have come to higher 
Attaiaments then the ſeyen particulars, which he hath affirmed 
may be'attained to by the Light within, as concerning the Knows 
ledge of God, Righteouſneſs, Juſtice, &c. Yet one of the Pro- 
phets ſaid of them, _ had this Law, That there was no Truth, Mercy 
nor K uowleage of God un the Land, Hoſ. 4. 1. . And much more of the 


like nature-the Scriptures teſtifie concerning them. $0 it appears 
that notwithſtanding the more glorious Miniſtration to them, (as 
he calls it} yet they were. much ſhort of theſe good Fruits and 
glorious Effefts,, which (as he confeſſeth.) may. be attained to by 
the. Light within, : where it is faithfully followed, obeyed; or liyed 
up i : yet 1 fear that if a flrift ſearch-be made among the great 


rofellors of Cbriſtienity in this Age, and amongſt thoſe-.allo of 
Profeſſion with this Author, they may be found much ſhort of the 
ſeven. ;particulars. by him: mentioned , whereby it may. appear 
that notwithſtanding all: their high Notions, whereby. he. ſg: Jow 
eſteemed the Light within, as darkened by the Fall, &c.,, yet they 
do not live up thereto, no more then 1ſrael .did : But - $imeor the 
juſt and devout man, upon whom the. holy Ghoſt was, --he more 
highly eſteem'd the Light, whereby, the Gerzyles are lighted,then this 
uthor, far he called it, The G/ory of Uracl,: and that-was ao other 
then Chriſt, Zub, 2. 20s 315-3353i-.1\n2 2 Tos -293ivi 
; Butlobſerye, that-when he bath.thus far ſet up. map. in his attaig+ 
ments without ,Gad, Chriſt or the holy Spirit, then he raiſes a 
: fearful Accuſation or Charge . (and that moſt wicked and notori- ' 
opſly falſe) againſt vs, for ſetting up an Inherent legal Righteouſ- 
dels In man, denying the Rightcoulineſs of Chyiſt and price of. his 
- precious , Blood, holding that, Chriſt fulfilled the Law for -ps,no 
Yther . way but. as our Patgern, and-this he calls 4 wiſer able Evil; pore 

. nicious, Soul-dcſtroying, curſed, and Popiſh Dorine. | 7. 
-I Anſwer; Surely never a wicked, | crafty and deceitful Thief 
| Tg ſubrilty, ig cryipg, Sce there, -1urn 1 bjef, pointing 
al 
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at ſome Innocent Perſon, that himſelf might eſcape undiſcovered, 
then this deceitful man hath done ; ' ſo that if Children and Young 
People, to whom he writes to abhor ſuch Dodrine, come to' a 
good underſtanding therof, they may ſee that it is his Doftrine that 
1s to be abhorred, and not ours,as he wickedly hath infinuated ; For 
we are ſo far from preaching, holding or believing any ſuch Do- 
&rine, that we ſteadfaſtly believe and' teſtific,, that notwithſtand- 
ing that excellent Spirit which God hath formed in man, by which 
the things of man be known, yet the things of God no man 
knows but by the Spirit, of God ; and tho the Spirit of man be 
called the Candle of the Lord, yet it is Chriſt the trae Light that 
lights it, and for that end that no man ſhould put it under a Buſhel, 
or under a Bed, but on a Candleſtick, to ſhine forth in good 
Works, even in the ſight of men; and for want of this faithful 
ſhining, or walking in the Light, the Candle of the Wicked is of- 
ten put ont.. And tho this Author affirms, that men may be taxght, 
and come to the knowledge of God, and of bis Worſhip and righteous Ways 
a$is.in the ſeven Particulars by him afore-mentioned, is expreſſed, 
a Light that is not God, Chriſt, nor the holy Spirit : Yet we be- 
lieve (according to Scripture-Teſtimony) that no man can know God 
the Father, but he to whom the Son reveals him, nor his Spiritual Wor- 
ſhip, but by the reaching of his Spirit, and we belieye that it is the 
holy Spirit that convinces the Wartd of Sin, Righteouſneſs and 
Judgment, and that of every Sin, which holy Spirit the uncircum- 
riſedin Heart and Ears refiſt, as in former days, yet who do re- 
ceive it, and walk in it; the ſame Spirit that convinces of Sin, leads 
and guides into all-Truth, and is the Gomforter, and brings out 
of Condemnation,. who come to be baptized with it, and therein 
buried” with Chriſt, being crucified with him to-the putting off the 
old man, as to'the former Converſation, and Ps on Chriſt the 
new. and heavenly man, and as he is received fo'to walk in him; 
and herein is the Righteouſneſs of the Law fulfilled in them that 
walk-not after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit ; and this Righteouſ- 
neſs is not of man, nor wrought by the pawer or wiſdom of- man, 
but only of Chriſt, the Power and Witlom of God, in them that 
truly believe, faithfully follow, and abide in him, and whb come 
to be led by his Spirit, by which the things freely given us of God- 
we truly know, and our receiving all'of him : And this doth not - 
detract from, nor make yoid the Righteouſneſs and a 
| rift, 
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Guſt, or ſodding-of.kis precious Bloog, and giving his Lify . 
Ranſom, but which is the effett ofthe travail of his Soul, and that , 
wherein the Father is glorified in all that hear his Voice, follow 
and abide in him, and. bring forth the Fruits. of his Spirit: And. 
this Nadine we have receiyed, and do believe, .and freely declare 
thatall Men in their natural ſlate, - are gone out of the. Way of Life; 
and Deſtrufion and Miſery are in their Wayes,. and the Way of 
Peace (in that ſtate) they cannot.know ; and that Chriſt Jeſus 
the Light of-the World, whom God .the Father hath given a Light 
to lighten the Gezrjles, and to be his - Salyation to the ends of the 
Earth, is the Way, - the Truth, and. the-Life, and that none can. 
come to the Father but by him, and he. is that Proptet of whom 
Moſes ſpake, that all ſhould hear, even in, the Miniſtration. and. 
Teſtimony of his holy Spirit, whom God bath ſent to bleſs his Peo-- 
ple, in turning every one of them from their Iniquities. So what 
we hold and teſtifie concerning God, Chriſt, the Light, or,holy Spirir, 
is the ſame DoQtine and ne other then.is fully add dearly held 
forth and teftified of in the Scriptures; and if this Author, cannot 
receive this Teſtimony; but will run into groundleſs DiſtinQions 
in the [maginations of his carnal mind, being wiſe in his own Con- 
ceit, and thereby ſeck to pervert the right Wayes of the Lord, 
and ſubvert the Souls of the Simple, - by flanderzpg the Frinocent, 
we ſhall leaye him and his Work' to..the Judgment of the -great 
Day, but finds no cauſe to.decline our faithful Teſtimony herein, - 
But he.is affended that any do affirm Chriſt to be within, ſaying, 

He is notio be believed that ſauh beis in the ſecret Chamber, the Heart, 

_ I Anſwer: Theſe words the Heart) are by him added to Chriſt's 
Words, ; which bold attempt hath been accounted dangerous, Prov. 
30. 6. Rev. 22.18. And1.do. not find in; all the Scriptures that 
any of the, faithful Witneſſes of Chriſt Jeſus, have ſhut him out ;of 
the Heart z, for how ſhall he ſearch the Hearts if he be not there ? 
-And it 1s teſtified in Rev. 2, 23. All-the-Churches ſhall know that I ans 
. be that ſearcherh the Reins and Hearts, and I will give unto every one 
of you according to your Works. And-by this mans Allertion” John's 
Teſtimony herein .was.not to be believed, nor is not ;- ſo no won- 
der that. he-ſlanders-us, -who dare contradict the plain Teſtimony 
of Scripture in-ſo weighty a point, and indeed if he could exclude 
Chriſt out of peoples Hearts, the ſtrong man Satan would reign 
| There, and his Goods would be in peace. So here Chitdren and 
| Young 
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Young People may ſce whoſe Seat and Kingdom this Author would' 
have their Hearts to: be, that would not have it believed that 
Chriſt is there. a | 

.-\ Then. in another place he undertakes to inform his Readers of 
the inſufficiency of the. Light, viz. to ſhew (as he ſaith) what it 
cannot-do, and ſaith, Jt camot reveal Gofpel-Myſteries, nor teach 
the Righteouſneſs of God. . 

. I Anſwer: We have ſufficient ground to believe, that this man 
ncver made proof or tryal herein, that he -never was a follower 
of the-Light, or haly Spirit of Truth in its leadings, and yet dare 
be ſo bold as to accuſe it of Inſufficiency : For Chriſt ſaith, 7 am the 
Eight of the World, he that follows me ſhall not abide in Darkneſs, but 
ſhalt bave the Light of Life ;, and that's a Goſpel-Myſtery. And 
the Apoſtle Pau! who had more underſtanding of Goſpel- Myſteries 
then this Author, witneſſed it to be the ſhinings in of the Light of 
God in their Hearts, that gave the.Knowledge' of his Glory in 
the Faceof Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor.4.6. And I do not fird that ever any 
that received the Teſtimony of the true Light,/and faithfully wa)k- 
ed in it,- did accuſe it of Inſufficiency ; but the Murmurers and 
Complainers againſt the Light were ſuchas walked after their own 
ungodly Lufts.” And for the Scriptures, which he calls the more 
' ſure Word of Prophecy, to. reveal the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; &c;,: 1 do af- 
firm, that they who writ them, had the Goſpel-Myſteries and 
. Fruthbs therein declared, revealed toand in them, by the Light or 
holy Spirit of Trath (which is one) beforerthey ſpake or writ there- 
of ; ſo thereby it was firſt revealed in'them, before it was by them 
declared to others ;- ſince which time, ard to this day many Thou- 
{and of prophane Perſons, an&many worldly wiſe and learned men 
have'had: the Scriptures in- the Letter, and ſome have been great 
Contenders about them, yet not receiving theſame Spirit for their 
Guide, have been-Strangers and Enemies to it,” and to them: that 
bave walked in it, and were led by it, as this \man hath largely ma- 
vifeſted - himſelf; and if one ' Party may be 'taken for Evidence 
againſt another, very many and groſs Errors: de. abound among 
the Nominal Chriſtians, who all have the Scriptures, and: make'a 

reat noiſe of Profeflion of them, -and-yet it ismanifeſt by the Con- 
uſion and Contention that is amongſt: then; that. as the Apoſtte 
ſaid of the Jews, 1n reading Moſes Writings the Vail is over tle . 
Hearts: which Vail yas then _ away in4urojing to the _ 
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that Spirit whick was and is'a Gofpel-Miniſtry, and was and is 
revealed by the Spirit of the Lord, and not by. the bare Letter of 
the Scriptures without it. =» : 

And: where he ſaith, Thatghe Law given tolfrach, was a more glo- 
ries Ainif! ration then that i wil;meon; whith 38 that written in the Hearts, 
which he grants duh ſrew and teach the many giod aud n eighty things 
, afprementionzd,-. | 

l Anſwer: - This appears to be abſolutely. contrary: to-the Te- 
Kimony of Scripture, l:t the ſober Reader ſeriouſly peruſe 2 Cor. 
3. 6...to. the end of -the Chapter, and ##þ. 8.65. to the end: To 
whick I refer. | 

And for his charging the People that -bear witneſs to the Light. 
within,: or manifeſtation -of the Spirit, aad the teachings of- ir, 
with denying the Imputed Rightteuſneſs of Chrift,, and. the Vertue of bis 
preciois Blood, bolding that Chriſt bath fulfilled the Law for us no other « 
wiſe then xs or Pattern, preaching. uſtification by the Works of the Law, 
&c. | Fr 1 

Thefe things I do declare to-be abſfolate Slahders; for theſe 
Dottrines were never held: nor preached by us: but yet-I never 
read in Scripture, that the Apoſtles and true Miniſters of Chriſt 
did Preach the imputed. Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, nor. any Notions 
concerning the fame for Juſtification to them that choſe to live-in 
Uarighteonſheſs, for with this Do&rine mulrirades of prophane, 
ignorant, and Hcentious people:in- Chriftendom, who have choſen 
to walk in the broad Way, have long fiatter'd themſelves, -and one 
another : But I find that the Apoſtles and Primitive Chriftians were - 
more ſerious, and looked for a nearer and more fure ground of 
Faith 'and Hbpe of the-Salvation-of :their Souls,- then the bare No- 
tions and Belief concerning what was long ſince done, ſuffered and 
fulfilled withour them, :ſo as ito relic only therenpon [for Joſtifica- 
tion ; and conſidering the Teſtimony of our Lord Jeſus, That nos + 
_ dne tht ſaith Lord, Lord, ſhall exter imo-the'K ingdom of Heaven, 
but be that doth the Will of my Pathir which. js 'in Heaven: and that. 
mnny. ſball ſay in that day, Have we not Propheſied in thy Name, &. 
and yet ſhall be-rojefted, becauſe workers:of Saiguley )Matthi7: 21; 
22,23. : Arid the /Apriftle Fobs bears 'another/ſort'vf Teſtimony; 


tothe little Childten-that'he writto, -concerning this point, then 
this'Author:hith "done to Children in"this Age 3 1 John 3: 7,8;9,10. 
LittleChildren let mo man deecive you;he that doth Righteaufneſs is Righſeons 
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even 4: he is Righteous; | He that commiteeth Sin ts of the Devil, andin this 
the Children of God are manifeſt, theChildren of the Devil: H: that doth 
rot Righ: eonſneſs is not of God, &c. Which Teſtimony,and many more 
to the ſame purpoſe in the Scriptures, wherein is fully expreſſed 
the doing, working, and fulfilling of Righteonſneſs (through the 
operation of the Spirit and Power of God) in all true Bclicvers 
and Followers of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, are full as large and gx+ 
preſs to the point as the Doctrine of theſe People who believe in 
the Light, as by them held and preached, (clear from the falſe 
Repreſentations, Perverſions and Slanders of their Adyerfarics) 
which this Author bath exclaimed againſt with his Popiſh, curſed, 
pernicious, Souk-deſtroying, &c. on purpoſe to ſcare Chiidren and 
Young People there-from, as if the very hearing of Righteouſneſs 
doing, workiny, or being fulfilled in them, by the working of-the 
Spirit and Power of Chrift jn them, were the moſt dangerous 
Poyſon they could poſſibly touch. 

. And now if this Author be yet alive, I deſire that he, and all 
other Broachers and Propagators of ſuch Doctrine, (tending ta 
the prejudicing and perverting the minds of Children and Young 
People in their tender Years, from receiving and cloſing with the 
Light of Chriſt, and working of his holy $piric ia them) may tru- 
ly Repent of this their WickedneſG, and retrat this and al ſuch 
their Books and Writings, leaſt ſome thereby become hardned to 
their deſtru&tion, aud their Blood be required at their Hands. 

- Andintrue Humility, in the-Fear of God I do admonith all Pa- 
rents and Governors of Children, to beware how they ſuffer their 
Children to be leaven'd with Prejudice againſt the Ligbt of Chriſt 
(in which they ſhould believe, that they may be Children of Light, 
according to the Teſtimony of Jeſus, Fohn 1.2.36. By-teaching, or 
cauying, or ſufferitig them tobe taught in ſuch corrupt Eooks, as 
this which this Author hath: preparedo(and hath been by tum and 
others publiſhed with great-applauſe) for their miſinformation, 
aS is largely made manifeſt. 

And now to him that ſurely underſtands theSecrets of all Hearts 
Iam known, and-toall that may ſce-or hear. this Teſtimony, -1'in- 
genuvufly declare, that have no deſiga upon you, - nor any vpon 
the Face of the !Earth ; -nor/have I ever ſought 'or - received any 
worldly Gain or Adyantage to my felf, by any Teſtimony 1 have 
at any time appeared i, (but 0d OTA have largely _— 
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and do ſuffer - vpon that very account) nor have I propouted any 
ſuch thing to my ſelf hereby, for I have been grieved that this oc+ 
caſion was given by this Anchor (a perſon whom I never knew) 
and in ſecret I much defired ſome other ' might be ſtirred upto wits 
neſs againlt ir, till | felt it in my Spirita Work and Teſtimony re- 
guired of me, wherein | muſt clear my Confcience-a-the Ight of 
God, to whom-I muſt give- account ; and 1 have no-ſtudied to find 
out Arguments whereby to run down the Simpleſt Man or Wo- 
man in-the keaſt" meaſure of Truth, neither do 1 hereby deſire, 
nor ſeek to-zcquire a Name or -Eſteem among Men, nor {trive for 
Maltery-or Victory in' Controverfie; for I am very ſenſible that 
my- time is near to-an' end,.and my day near expired, in which [ 
find it my weighty concern-to be found doing and fſuft-ring what 
the Lord calls me unto, by and through the aſliſtance of -his holy 
Spirit and Power, concerning which 1 muſt give an account to himy 
and receive Reward accoruingly. 

And now to all *People I do declare,- that I ſtedfaſtly believe that 
all Profeſſion of Religion, and outward Performances and Obſerya- 
tions, received by Tradition or Imitation of others,' Comprehend- 
ed and PraQticed in the carnal mind,- doth not avail to Salvation, 
nor. that the Imitation of Jebrs - Water-Baptiſm, tho a true-Minij- 
ftration in its time, by him that was truly called and ſent of God to 
fulfil that Miniſtry, wherein he bore Record and Teſtimony of a 
greater, who was to-come after .him, tho he was before him, who» 
ſhould Baptize with the boly Ghoſt and with Fire, (matk ) and with his 
Fan thoroughly purge bis Floor, - avd gather the Wheat into the G arney,' 
and barn the Chaff with unquenchable Fire,( mark, a great work) Mar.z. 
12. And this Baptizer, and Baptiſm the Apoſtles preached, -and- 
the Primitive Chriftians witneſſed, in which they. were buried with: . 
Chriſt, Baptized. into Chriſt, and put- on. Chriſt, and were new 
Creatures : and this Dipping or Plungipg in Water cannot do, -and 
_— whicb, outward things did not then, nor. do now avail any - 
thing. 

And tho in-that time they did ſomtimes Baptize with Water, as 
alſo ſome did 'Circumcize, Shave, Vaw and. condeſcended. to ſuch 
like legal-Obſervations, among them that were Zealous of: the Law 
and Ordinances, ance commanded to the Fews, [that they might gain ; 
the Jew: and thoſe that were under the Law, yet they plainly de- 
clared that none of. theſe things availed, but « new rveur, and | 
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Faith which works by Love,and that Chriſt s all, and all one in him, Gal.6. 

15. Chap-3-27;28. Col 3.11. And that the Baptiſm ihat now ſaves ns, 19 

not the puting away of the filth of the Fleſh, but the anſwer of a good Cone 

ſcience towards God, by the Reſurrettion of Feſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. 3. 21. 

And this cannot beattairted by an Imitation of that which was a true 

Miniſtration, before he was made waniteſt to 1ſrae/, whom Fohn' 
knew not, till Le that fent him 'to Baptize-with Water, ſaid unto 

him, -That upox whom he ſhould ſee the Spirit deſeending, and remaining 

on him, the Ts is he that Baptizerh with the holy Ghoſt ;, and be ſaw' 
and bare Record that this is the Son of God, John 1. 31, 33, 34. 

So now my defire is, that both Old and Young Peopke, ' and Chil-' 
dren, may ceaſe from following the Deceivers of all ſorts, who for 
Gain, and worldly Advantage, by their cunning C-aftineſs deceive” 
the ſimple, in drawing their minds from the true Light of Chriſt” 
Jeſus, or the holy Spirit bf Fruth* in their own Hearts, by calling 
it delaſion, inſufficient, &c.. And-the Teſtimony of it evil, -pernicions, - 
enrſedand Popiſh Dottrine ;, for ſo were the Prophets of old,: Chrift- + 
and the Apoſtles treated,” and moſt 'by *them that/made the higheſt 
pretencesto the Law, Scriptures and Ordinances,” and were Zealous ' 
Contenders in a falſe Spirit: . -But in all. Generations, who were” 
turned to the Light, or Meaſure of the-Spirit of Chriſtin their own 
Hearts, and in fincerity of. Heart receive the ſame, an@ came true« © - 
ly to'walk and abide therein, none.were ever deluded-or miſled by - 
it, which leads out of. Sia, and evefy finful'way, into Truth and 
Hdlineſs, - without which none: can: come:to/God: But-all that eyer 
have been drawn out from it, to follow ſelf-ended and deceitful men 
(tho never ſo covered with Profeſſion: of Religion, and feigned 
words) have been thereby. deceived, as by their Fruits is clearly 
manifeſt. : _- PAL | 


Written in York- aſtle, where 1 am detained Prifezce for Obeying the - 
Command of - Chriſt, nho ſaith, Swear not at all. The 1ſt Day of 
the 10th Month, 1691, .. bs 
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"Nd foraſmuch; as many in this. Genefntioty, (ſome through 
Y Envy, ard others through-Ignorance)-have often reproach- 
and {landered us, as if -we--were a"Peaple not believing the 
- Scriptures, which is altogether -falſe ; 'It-1s in my Heart, (not 
as,infulting over any, but in tenderneſs bo all :where this may 
come) to propound a few places of - Scripture ito your Serious 
Conſideration, .whither ye. do.indeed beliexe the Teſtimony there=» + 
of to be true. | oi ty <' 
One Place is, that of Afar. 12: 34. Flow cnn ye, being Emil, 
ſee Cook things for--0ut of the abvundance_vf the Heart the Mouth 
- Now conſider jthis al ye that ſay, tho the publick Teachers be 
Proud, Covetous: and unjuſt Men, :and many. of them Voluptu- 
ous and. Vicious, and fo . manifeſt themſelves to be evil, yer (fay 
_ you) They Teach well, and Speak good rhings. . Now this Imagination 
' 45 abſolutely contrary tothis $crypture-Teſtimony- of our Lord Je* 
. ſus Chriſt: Ll own that hr rn being the words of the Pro- 
phets, Chriſt and:the Apaſtles;*wre gaod Words, and a Teſtimo- 
ny of, good things, - holy Menat - Godſpake as they' were moved by 
the good .and holy:Spirit, and for good cads, 2. todraw and pers 
{wade People to God; but when corrupt :deceitful Men fpeaks the | 
{ſame words, with their Comments, Additzons, Glofles, and Mean- 
ings, * to draw People after them for filthy Lucre , thele iare'* 
not good things, nor doth the hearing them profit People at 
all;: - þ TORN, 2h wil Wil « = i KS 
Another $cuipture is af 24u. 1 2. vcr. 36: 7 fay wnto you, "that 
. every Idle Word that Men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhakkgive Acoourtthereof' at the 
Day of Judgment. | 
Now conſider this all ye Scoffers, Jeſters, Romancers, wanton 
and debauched Talkers, do ye believe this Scripture to be true ? 
then its high time for you to leave theſe Practices, leaſt. you add to 
| wu account till ye be not able to anſwer 1a the dreadful Day of 
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Another Scripture is, 1 Theſl. 4.6. That 0 Man 2 beyond or 
Ts bis Brother in any matter, becauſe the Lord is brtros of 
all ſuch. 
Hear this.now all ye who bend your Wit to cheat, defraud, cir 


this Day ſo great a cry againſt one another in matters both of Law: 


ceaſe from theſe deceitful PraQices, leſt by continuance therein -. * 
ye heap up: Vengeance againſt your own Souls, more then is 
ſhall be able to bear. -- 
Another Scripture is in'2 Cor. 5.10. Por we muſt all appear: 
wu the Tudgrent-Seat of Chriſt, that every one may receive the things 
| : iN Body , according to that be hath done, whether it be $1 
ad. —__ 
Now. all People that read and hear the Scriptures, conſider Sex 
ouſly if ye believe this Teſtimony, and live in the ſence of: that-.- 
belief, bad Words and Deeds would not ſo abound where Chris: - © 
nity and Belief of the Scriptures is profeſſed in Words... | ? 


So now Dear People, my Souls travel is, that 'ye my Country«: - 
Men whom the Lord hath favoured with the knowledge and free 
uſe of the Scriptures of Truth, may truly recieve, believe and obey ' 
the holy Spirit of our Lord Jeſus Chridt in your own Hearts and 
Conſciences,by which the Scriptures were given forth,that thereby 

-. Your underſtandings may be opened, - to--know the things that 
eightily concern the eternal Salvation of your own Souls, and 
at by it your Lives and Converſations may be-ordered, to live and 
W:\lk,-and have your Conſciences exerciſed towards God and men 
\at all times, and in all things, as a People fo believing, being 
TU:)ly zealous ood Works, .and fo obtain the good Reward 
thrGugh our eſus Chriſt, who is the Author of Eternal Sal- *- 
x  Yatianto all ly believe, ſincerely obey, faithfully follow and b 
abide in him. F if | 
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cumvent, and go beyond them youdeal withal, of which there is at I 4 


- and Trade ; if- ye believe this Scripture to be true, its time to. W- 
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